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SEPTEMBER HSIEH CHIN 


The September copy of the Hsieh Chin has just arrived in New York, the first one we have 
had since the June number, It is now a magazine of 72 pages, distributed approximately as 


follows: Pacts 
Political and War News 17 
Articles on Religion and Politics 9 
(Treaties, Peace Movement, etc.) 
Tang Ying on Chinese Bible Editions 28 
Church News Reports 16 
Miscellaneous 2 


The article on Chinese Protestant Bible Editions by Tang Ying, formerly librarian of the NCC, 
is of special interest, It represents an immense amount of research, which seems to have been 
done in ascholarly way, It begins with a basic | 3-page list of events given in chronological 
order, This list starts from the 1661 edition of Matthew and John in Formosa Romanized, printed 
in Leyden, and ends with the notation of the revised edition of Lu Chen-chang’s Yenching New 
Testament printed in Hong Kong in 1952. In summary he states that the Bible Societies have in 
the period from 1814 to 1950 distributed the following totals of Chinese Scriptures; 


Whole Bibles 2.547.243 
New Testaments 7,229,285 
Portions 283,645,838 


The British and Foreign Bible Society has been responsible for the major portion, with the figures 
for the American Bible Society running from 50 to 75% of the British figures in the different 
categories, The Scottish Society played a rather minor part, with figures running about a quarter 
of the American figures, except in ‘‘portions’’, of which they distributed about as many as the 
American Society. A sort of epilog takes half a page to link up the work of the Bible Societies 
with western imperialism, but the main body of the article is strictly factual, 


Y. T. Wu in a three page article reprinted from Tien Feng reviews the three years of the 
Three Self Reform Movement in the churches, The signatures to the Christian Manifesto now 
total 400,000, Many were afraid that the cutting of financial ties with the West would mean 
disaster to the Church, but that has not been the case. Members have rallied to the support of 
the church, and it now has a stronger sense of fellowship than ever, Atthe same time ithas — 
increasingly recognized the dangers of imperialism and has become more patriotic. For the 
future he urges four things: Study, enter positively into church reform, take part in the national 
reconstruction, uphold world peace, He speaks of the need of new leadership, and specially 
commends the new seminaries in Nanking and Peking, 


Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work in 
china, ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3.00, Air- 
~ mail $5.00 in 15 cent zone, $7.00 in 25 cent zone. Please send payments as due, 
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In the church news there is a four page report from the Wenchow District of the English 3 


Methodist Church, by Yeh Kuo-ch’i, Vice-chairman of the District. In reviewing the history << 
of the past three years, he states that altogether eight Denunciation meetings were held, in Je 
the following circuits: Ch’eng-hsiang, Jui-an, Yu-huang, and Lo-tung. On the whole, the 
denunciations seem to have been rather general, though he mentions Harold Rattenbury, 
Irving Scott and W. R, Aylott as having been specially condemned, The District has contri- w 
buted 14,110 signatures to the Christian Manifesto, which amounts to 56% of their membership. fo 
This would give them a church membership of 25,000, The membership of all seven districts M 
of this church, the Hsun Tao Hui, was reported in 1949 as 44,410. Wenchow is probably their 
largest district, but even so it is quite possible that the present reported figure represents an in- T 
crease in church membership during these four years. Incidentally, it is of interest to note that - 
the signatures were gathered during 1952 at a time when regular church services could not be 
held, because of the land reform program in progress. 
Louis Tsai tells in a three page article of a YMCA and YWCA Summer Conference held at de 
Nanchang August 3-15. There was a good spirit throughout; the members did all the work that m 
had to be done, except the cooking, and ended up with a determination to give themselves W 
more wholeheartedly to the tasksofthe church. 55 were present at the Conference, coming from 
Methodist and Episcopal Churches, CCC, CIM, and some smaller units. 29 were boys, and 26 
girls, most of them students in senior middle schools. th 
th 
Yen Tzu-ch’'i similarly reports a young people's conference held this summer in Foochow, 
with 39 boys and 33 girls present, Their theme for the Conference was ‘‘Ascend the mountain 
to be near God; descend the mountain to serve men,’’ Bishop Michael Chang was among the St 
speakers at the Conference. i in 
M 
The Miscellaneous Church News columns tell of a Study Institute for Church Workers in 
Shanghai which began on August 12 with an enrolment of 98, from the CCC, Methodist, Episcopal, | 
Baptist and other churches. The Committee which planned the Institute consisted of Bishop ae 
Robin Chen, Chairman, Liu Liang-mo, Li Chu-wen, Ch’i Ch’ing-ts’ai, Chu Kwei-sheng, 
Bishop Mao K’e-chung, Chu Ta-wei, Bishop Z. T. Kaung, George Wu, Shen Te-jung, Chou , ™~ 
Fu-ch’ing, Shih Ru-chang (YW), Henry Sun, Wei Shao-tseng, Tang Shou-ling, H. H. Tsui, 3 
Chen Ho-hsiang, Chen Shan-hsiang, Cheng Pu-yuin, Yang Hwai-sheng, Cheng Chien-yeh, af 
Hsieh Yung-ch’ien, Pien Chung- sheng, Lo Kuang-tsung. Since this is a local Shanghai affair, m 
the list would seem to confirm that Bishop Z. T. Kaung is now living in Shanghai and not in by 
Peking. 
The Christian Church (Disciples) held a Conference in Nanking August 5-8. No details are 
reported, 
M 
One short article states that country churches which were required to close down during the ot 
period of Land Reform are gradually reopening, and several examples are given. However, they 
have to give evidence that they are ‘reformed’ before they are allowed to reopen. 
pa 
The following books are said to be in press, and will be on sale shortly: Cl 
The Russian Orthodox Church. CLS. List price ¥2,500. pt 
The Denunciation Movement in the Church, By Ying Yuan-tao. “4 
Association Press. ¥2,500. 
Religion in Soviet Russia, Hankow RTS, ¥3,500. x 
Sermons for the Reformed Church, Hankow RTS, -¥6,500. 
Calendars and diaries for 1954. TI 
Sc 
MISSIONARY NEWS Ce 
th 
E. L, Ikenberry has been assigned by his church to a Navajo mission in New Mexico. Address: TI 


Lybrook Indian Mission, Church of the Brethren, Star Route 4, Cuba, N. Mex. 


Recent deaths: Mrs, Earl Hibbard and Rev, George Davis, both formerly with North China 
Mission of Methodist Church, 
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i Hong Kong papers continued to report throughout September a stream of Catholic mission- 


“Gries arriving there from the mainland, One summary report stated that there were 35 French 


Jesuits in Shanghai last June, Of these, 15 are still there, four of them in prison, 


Mr, and Mrs, Hugh Hubbard (Congregational, North China) sail on Nov, 4 for the Philippines, 
where he will work in the Audio-Visual Dept. of the Philippine Federation of Christian Churches 
for the four years remaining before his retirement. Address; P.O. Box 461, 708 Georgua St., 
Manila, 


The National Council of the Episcopal Church has issued a pamphlet of prayers for China, 
The prayer given below at the close of this Bulletin is taken from this pamphlet, by per- 
mission, and others of its prayers will be used in later issues, 


A Northern Baptist China News Bulletin for October 15 quotes the former President of the 
University of Shanghai, Dr. Francis J, White, as writing, ‘‘It is true that the only thing we can 
do about Communist China is pray, But isn*t that one of the main things we can do for all our 
mission fields? South China is still one of our main mission fields in our hearts and prayers, 
We cannot forget our brothers and sisters, thousands of them,’ 


The same Bulletin tells of relocated China missionary Carl Capen writing from Bangkok about 
the work there, There are three Chinese congregations in Bangkok, the largest and oldest being 
the Chinese Baptist Church which dates from 1835. 


The Peking People’s Daily reported on Sept, 7 that Robbe Gabriel, a Catholic missionary in 
Shanghai, was arrested on August 26, charged with the usual ‘subversive activities’’, ‘‘After ' 
interrogating the culprit the Shanghai Public Security Bureau will refer the case to the Shanghai 
Military Control Committee of the PLA for legal action,"’ 


CHURCH NEWS 


A letter from Peking, mailed September 5, has the following news: A student retreat at 
"eking Union Church this summer lasted through several weeks, and had students present from 

rbin, Mukden, Tientsin, Paoting, Tsinan (17), Suchow (on the Lunghai Railway) Nanking 
and Hangchow, as well as local students. The closing session consisted of an all-night prayer- 
meeting which did not break up until 7 A.M. Mongolian New Testaments are arriving in Peking 
by mail from Hong Kong, and are being sent on to Mongolia for free distribution. The Catholic 
Sacred Heart School is continuing to teach foreign children in Peking, mostly children of 
diplomatic personnel, and the old Peking American School is now an orphanage, 


The Hong Kong press has reported that on September 23 six Chinese members of the Legion of 
Mary (Catholic) were executed in Canton for ‘‘anti-State’’ and ‘‘espionage"’ activities. Ten 
other Chinese Catholics were given prison sentences. 


Rev. T. K. Chiu, pastor of the Chinese Church in Philadelphia, has just published a little 
pamphlet of original Chinese hymns from Hymns of Universal Praise, giving both the original 
Chinese and Frank Price’s translation of five hymns, Mr, Chiu would like to go further and 
publish an Anglo-Chinese hymnal for the use of Chinese congregations throughout the English 
speaking world. If any of our readers wish to encourage him in this project they may write to 
him at loth and Spring Streets, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


SCHOOL NEWS 


The new Christian University now being established at Taichung, Formosa, has been christened 
Tunghai (Eastern Sea) University, It will have three colleges, of which two will be Arts and 
Sciences, The third one has not yet been decided, but will probably be either Social Science or 
Commerce, The Committee on the College in Formosa of the United Board has recommended 
that US$200,000, be made available to this new University in 1953-54, and $150,000, in 1954-55. 
The Formosa Government is making a proportionate cash contribution which will have the effect 
of granting the University a rate of exchange more favorable than the official one. Dr. Graham, 
the United Board representative now in Formosa, is on loan from the New York City YMCA until 
the end of 1953. The Committee is now asking for a year’s extension of this loan, so that he may 
remain there until the first students are received in October 1954. 


